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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated. In our determined care for each other, please follow 
these rules: 
 

• All services are “mask-optional” for people who have been vaccinated. 

Go without one if you wish. Wear one if you wish. 

• If you haven’t been vaccinated, please be sure to wear a mask for your 

own safety and as way of caring for the people around you. 

• Singing is permitted at all services, though we urge you to sing quietly. 

• Continue to observe social distancing rules. 

• Continue for the time being to sit only in marked pews. Use your 

judgment on how close you wish to be to people at the other end. 

Listen kindly to their concerns if they have any. 

• Continue to share the Peace with a nod, a bow or a wave of the hand. 

No handshakes or hugs yet. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 

individual cups. The pastors will mask when they consecrate the 

elements and wear a glove to distribute the host. 

• If you arrived with a cough, fever, sniffles or other symptoms of a 

respiratory infection, please say a quiet prayer, excuse yourself, and go 

home.  
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 22, 2021; 8:30 & 10 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart,” setting Michael Costello 

 

Entrance 

Stand as you ae able as the cross is carried in from the church entrance 

Gathering Hymn “Morning Guilds the Skies,” #853 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us call on the Lord in humble 

repentance, confessing our sin. 
 
All join in singing: 

 
 
P Gracious God,  
C We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

P Almighty God in his mercy has given his son to die for us and for his 
sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ and by his authority, I declare to you the entire  
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.    C Amen. 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is 
eternal. Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, 
renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned 
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they 
presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 
14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve 
the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites 
in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 
the LORD.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 
the LORD to serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us 
and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 
and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the 
way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 
18and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived 
in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  34:15-22 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 
 

15The eyes of the LORD are up- | on the righteous, 
  and God’s ears are open | to their cry. 
16The face of the LORD is against those | who do evil, 
  to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth. 
17The righteous cry, and | the LORD hears them 
  and delivers them from | all their troubles. 
18The LORD is near to the | brokenhearted 
  and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed. Refrain 
 

19Many are the troubles | of the righteous, 
  but the LORD delivers them from | every one. 
20God will keep safe | all their bones; 
  not one of them | shall be broken. 
21Evil will bring death | to the wicked 
  and those who hate the righteous | will be punished. 
22O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished. Refrain 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 6:10-20 

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be 
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand 
firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and 
put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on 
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whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of 
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray 
also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make 
known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

Sung by all 

 
Gospel John 6:59-71 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that 
came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they 
died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these 
things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if 
you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is 
the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not 
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believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 
believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For 
this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 
by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 
about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 70Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the 
twelve? Yet one of you is a devil." 71He was speaking of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot, for he, though one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated.  

Sermon Pastor Bridger 
Stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “Lord of Our Life,” #766 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in prayerful 
silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s invitation 

 

Presentation of the Offering  “This Is My Body,  Edward Bonnemére 

Bethany Kresnye, soprano (8:30) 
“Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song,” setting David Cherwien (10) 

 
A Let us pray.  Holy Spirit, Giver of life, 
C You bring us from denial to faith, from silence to speech, from 

idleness to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your 
service, and with the Church through all the ages we give thanks 
for the saving love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty, merciful Lord. . . all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 
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Communion Hymn  “Jesus, Come! For We Invite you,” #312 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen. 
A Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament 
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “You Are the Way,” #758 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “If You But Suffer God to Guide You,” J.S. Bach 
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Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the 
music in this service obtained from OneLicense  with License #702571-A. 
Kyrie.  Music Swee Hong Lim Music © 1990 General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik. 
Psalm 34 antiphon music: Bruce Bengtson frp, Psalter for Worship, Year B, copyright © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. 
You Are Holy, Text and music: Per Harling, © 1990 Ton Vis Production AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
This Is My Body. Edward Bonnemère, Words and Music: First Line: This is my body given up for you. Tune: © 1985,  Augsburg Fortress 
Text: © 1985 Augsburg Fortress. 
When Morning Guilds the Skies. Arr setting. John Behnke from The Creative Organist. Copyright © 1993 Hope Publishing Company. All Rights 
Reserved. Arr. Noel Rawsthorne from Two Hundred Last Verses. Copyright © 1991 by Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 
Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song. Tune: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L’Arche Community, © Les Petites Soeurs  de Jésus. Used by 
permission. Setting: David Cherwien, from “Lord, Thee I Love” Organ Settings, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. 
Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart from “God Will Guide You” Five Hymn Arrangements for Organ. Setting: Michael D. Costello. 
Copyright © 2008 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP) A division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Lord of Our Life. Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Acc. arr. Edwin T. Childs from Introductions and Alternate Accompaniments for 
Organ, Volume 9. Copyright © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Jesus, Come! For We Invite You. Test: Christopher Idle, © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Music © 1957, 1985 H. 
W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin.  
You Are the Way. Intro: Aaron David Miller, coyright © 2009 Augsburg Fortress; Acc. John Ferguson; copyright © 1997 Augsburg Fortress; 
from Introductions and Alternate Accompaniments, vol. 9, copyright © 2009, Augsburg Fortress. 
If You But Trust in God to Guide You. J.S. Bach. 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Lindsay Baker (10) 
 

Acolytes – Annalies Anderson (8:30);  
 

Cantors – Bethany Kresnye  (8:30); David Graves (10) 
 

Organist – Linda Kempke 
 

Deacons – Ray Durban (8:30); Terrie Leske (10) 
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Allison Paton, Diane Paton 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL FACULTY 

 2021-2022 

 

Helen Casselberry, Principal 

Mary-Ann Coreno, School Secretary 

Janelle Stamper,  Auxiliary Services/Early Care Supervisor 

Janice Snyder, Admissions Counselor 

Kimberly Hilden, Preschool Teacher 

Kim Patton, Instructional Aide 

Stephanie Vega, Kindergarten Teacher 

Myisha Conley, Instructional Aide 

Allyson Bolyard, First Grade Teacher 

Castanza Hartel, Second Grade Teacher 

Sarah Ocacio, Third Grade Teacher 

Heidi Kanz, Fourth Grade Teacher 

Lisa Hill, Fifth Grade Teacher 

Janice Silcox, Middle School Science/Math/6th Homeroom 

Nancy Shucofsky, Math/Technology/Discovery Teacher/7th 

Grade Homeroom 

Rachel Roeder, Middle School Language Arts/ 8th Grade 

Homeroom 

Pete Rowe, Middle School Social Studies/Physical Education 

Pr. Jeff Steele-Steeber, Middle School Faith Formation 

Pr. Seth Bridger, Middle School Faith Formation 

Sarah Jackson, Technology Teacher 

Kate Ilg, Choir Director 

Amy Roman, Art Teacher 

Meagan Grauel, Librarian 

Linda Mincher, Tutor 

Nancy Haas, Lunch Program Supervisor 

Cheryl Raimann, After Care Supervisor 
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In Our Prayers 
 

• For the message of Christ to be the foundation of each of our lives  
 

• For the nations of the world; especially, for the people of Haiti and 
Afghanistan 
 

• For two newly wed couples and the beginnings of their 
marriages:   Katie Camponi and Scott Lumbatis and Anya Hurley and 
Nick Stevenson  
 

• For the ill:  Jaynie Albers, Alan Fritz, Judy Gahl, Ed Kirst, Mark 
McCaffrey, Sue Nerlinger, Emmy Lou Polenz, Steve and Betsy Richie 
 

• For the beginning of the new academic year, and for all students, 
educators, and administrators, that the school year begins safely and 
well 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Aug. 24—ST. BARTHOLOMEW, the apostle known in John’s Gospel as 
Nathanael.  He is said to have been skinned alive, and is often depicted in 
early Christian art holding a flaying knife. 
 

August 22 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9, Psalm 15, James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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